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Abstract:  

This session proposes a reflection on rock art sites distinguished by the recurrence and 

concentration of a single motif or theme in their representations. Across different regions of 

the world, certain rock art assemblages reveal an almost obsessive repetition of particular 

elements—such as negative hand stencils, anthropomorphic figures, concentric circles, or other 

abstract signs—creating dense and visually striking compositions that may suggest ritualized 

practices, collective identities, or specific modes of symbolic expression. The aim of this session 

is to bring together case studies that analyze the dominance of a single motif, exploring both 

its formal and technical aspects as well as the possible social and cultural meanings behind 

such visual persistence. It seeks to discuss whether these repetitions reflect deliberate 

aesthetic choices, processes of symbolic transmission, or specific ritual contexts. By 

assembling contributions from different rock art traditions and methodological perspectives, 

this session intends to promote an interdisciplinary dialogue about the nature and function of 

thematic repetition in rock art, and about the impact that such concentrations of symbols have 

on the construction of prehistoric graphic landscapes and visual identities. 
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